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A bimonthly newsletter for families at Independence Charter School
“Opening WORLDS of OPPORTUNITY””

DECEMBER 2011—-JANUARY 2012

Independence Charter School
Is a Middle States Accredited School!

Congratulations to the entire community of parents, students, and staff who as of December 1, 2011 are proud members of
the fully accredited Independence Charter School! This accreditation signifies that our educational community has engaged in
a rigorous process of developing self-knowledge; has hosted an evaluation team of independently appointed educators; and
has created an on-going Strategic Plan to move school improvement forward. Accreditation also signifies that Independence
Charter has met the Middle States Standards for a quality school. These Standards reflect current research and best practices
from throughout the education profession. Accreditation by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary
Schools is recognized around the world as an indication of trustworthiness, educational quality, and a commitment to on-going
school improvement.

Our Ten Year Anniversary Launch

This year marks the “perfect storm” of great anniversaries for Independence
Charter School. We are celebrating our 10 full years as a successful charter school
in Philadelphia and the 100" birthday of our beautiful school building! Since it is
such a special set of anniversaries, we will be celebrating all year round. Parents,
students and community members will have the opportunity to participate in a
variety of events, including school-based dinners, performances, history chal-
lenges, community forums, and our end of the year performances. To launch the
celebration, we reached out to our community supporters and brought them to-
gether in a very special event at the Racquet Club on 16" Street. We invited many
of the special supporters who had helped make ICS what it is today. ICS 8" grade
drummers and 7™ grade singers performed wearing our new ICS “special event”
blazers. This event was targeted to be a fundraiser and reached to the outside Vernon Odom with (clockwise) ICS students
community. Naomi Fecher-Davis, Kayla Rojas, Eric
White, and Alexis Hernandez

A very special new tradition, recognizing our partners in strengthening education
for Philly kids, was the awarding of Global Citizen and Dream Maker Awards. In
this inaugural year, the honorees were:

Judi Bernstein-Baker - Global Citizen Award, Individual

The International Visitors Council - Global Citizen Award, Community Partner
Comcast Internet Essentials - Global Citizen Corporate Partners

SAP, IBM, and KaBOOM! - The Dream :
From left: Wysper Williams, Jasmine Makers Award for our Playground

McQueen, Kiamesso DaSilvea, and Nyla Webb

We were impressed by our emcee Vernon Odom of Channel 6 News. We were
thankful to see Dr. Leroy Nunnery, Superintendent of Philadelphia Schools pre-
sent, as well as our friend, The Honorable Councilman Jim Kenney who gave a
rousing speech. Mr. Travis Larrier who represented both Mayor Michael Nutter
and Deputy Chief of Education Dr. Lori Shorr, greeted all of those gathered. "
Please continue to follow the calendar and notices for the many special events = Independence

that will help celebrate. And as always, a great big thank you to our stakeholders: CHARTER SCHOOL

the parents/guardians, students, Board of Trustees, and staff of ICS for making it Original ICS Founders Jay Borowsky, Pam

all possible! Prell, Rosina Miller, and Eric Cramer
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ICS Food/Quarter Drive | ANNOUNCING the 4th ANNUAL

in honor of Human Rights Month ‘% WINTER TOY DRIVE!
C‘

We are collecting cans of food and quarters through Dec.
22! Cans can be dropped off in any of the collection boxes
around the school, and quarters can be placed in the col-
lection jars in each classroom. Food will be given first to
ICS families in need. Please contact Tr. Jenny at 215-238-
8000 x2500 or jennyh@icscharter.com if your family would
benefit from a box of food for the holidays.

From now until Wednesday, December 21, we will
be collecting new, unwrapped, appropriate toys
and new/gently used books to donate to TRAV-
ELER'S AID, a not-for-profit organization that gives
counseling, protection, and shelter to homeless
individuals and families in the Philadelphia Area.
Please help us lend support to our fellow Philadel-
phians this holiday season. Thanks! For more

information about Traveler's Aid please visit
www.taphilly.org.

WINTER WEATHER IS HERE—
PLEASE BE SURE TO BUNDLE UP!

A reminder that all children MUST have a winter coat (hoodies do NOT count), hat/hood and gloves under 40 degrees or they may not play
outside. If you are in need of a winter coat, hat, gloves or scarf please contact Jenny Hoedeman-Eiteljorg at 215-238-8000 x2500. If your
child is not able to go outside because of a chronic medical condition they MUST have a doctor’s note. Parent notes will not excuse chil-
dren from going outside. If your child is not feeling well, it may be best for them to rest at home. If you are interested in donating gently
used or new coats (size 8 and above), hats, gloves and scarves please send these donations to school with your child. They will be distrib-
uted to class rooms that are in need of “donations”.

The National Geographic Bee for Grades 4-8 is just around the corner!

What? An exciting contest for ICS students in grades 4-8
When? Tuesday, January 10, 2012 from 5:30-7:30pm
Why? To challenge yourself, to use your brain!

How? Sign up to enter the competition. The application forms will be available starting on Mon-
day, December 5" in the cafeteria, front office, 2" and third floors. There will be two study ses-
sions for those registered led by CEO Jurate Krokys after school at dates to be determined.

The National Geographic Bee is a nationwide contest for schools in the United States. The Bee is a program of the National
Geographic Society and ICS has been a participant for 5 years at the school level. It is a challenging competition with questions
that range from geography to culture, physical regions, climate, bodies of water, economics, and so on. The key to the Bee is
knowing geography and climate well; the secret has to do with using common sense and being willing to study the names of cit-
ies, capitals, rivers, land formations and names of countries. It also really helps if you read the newspaper for current events.
CEO Jurate will make a substantial packet available for each registered participant. Until then, if you would like to decide if you
are interested, visit the following websites for some fun:

www.nationalgeographic.com www.oceansatlas.org/
www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/ www.quia.com/dir/geo
www.nationalgeographic.com/kids-world-atlas www.geography.about.com
www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/ WWW.prb.org

WWW.Wri.org/ www.Kids.nationalgeographic.com/Games/GeographyGames

www.earth.nasa.gov (click “for kids only™)

Be sure to stop by the “Hall of Fame” near the ramp by the elevator to look at our past school winners!

Don’t forget—Report Card Conferences are
Dec. 20, 21, and 22.

Students will begin dismissal at 11:30 am (Kindergarten) and
complete dismissal at 12:00 noon. Any pick up after noon will be
considered late. There will be NO In-House care on these days.
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Tr. Dana (3rd grade) is looking for donations
of playing cards, dice, and mouse pads!

These materials will be used to play math games involving
place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, and num-
ber sense. We will gladly take your donations in any con-
dition and size. Donations can be brought to Room 200 or
dropped off at the main office. If you have any questions,
please contact Tr. Dana directly at danas@icscharter.com.
Thank you so much!

The MOBILE DENTIST will be visiting ICS on
Dec. 14! Submit your applications ASAP if you
would like your child to receive a check-up. If you need a new
copy you can pick one up in the front office, request one from Tr.

IMPORTANT IMMUNIZATION &
DENTAL REMINDERS

If you received a letter from the school
nurse regarding your child needing additional
immunizations, please be sure to provide the
required documentation before the start of win-
ter break.

Also, if your child is in kindergarten, 3" grade or 7"
grade and you have not yet submitted a current
dental exam report to the school nurse, please send
one in as soon as possible. Updated dental exam
information is required for all Philadelphia students
in those three grades. If you need a copy of the
form, contact the school nurse at
nurse@icscharter.com or 215-238-8000 x2232.

Jenny, or download it from the Parents page of our website!

can be submitted on the following dates and times:

Wednesday, December 7" 4p.m.-6p.m.
Wednesday, December 14" 4p.m.-6p.m.
Wednesday, January 4™ 4p.m.-6p.m.
Saturday, January 7" 9a.m.-noon
Wednesday, January 11" 4p.m.-6p.m.
Wednesday, January 18" 4p.m.-6p.m.
Thursday, January 19" 4p.m.-6p.m.
Friday, January 20™ 4p.m.-6p.m.

megans@icscharter.com (or x2292) if you have questions.

The 2012-2013 ICS Student Lottery Deadline is Fast-Approaching!

The last day to submit an application for the 2012-2013 ICS student lottery is Friday, January 20, 2012.
Applications are available in the ICS front office and on our website (www.independencecharter.org); applications

If you are submitting an application for a brother or sister of a student who already attends ICS, the applica-
tion must be in by the January 20, 2012 deadline in order to request sibling preference. You may NOT send
in the application with your child; an adult must come in at one of the designated times to submit the application
and get a receipt. Contact Tr. Neyza at neyzac@icscharter.com (or x2228) or Tr. Megan at

Food News from Neyza
Hello dear ICS Parents,

meals accounts and the importance of wearing a lunch-card every
day if your child participates in the school lunch program, | want to
share with you that | have been visiting your children’s class-

Besides sending you School reach reminders related your children's ’/7 s ‘

rooms with a nutritional class and a healthy snack to help them recognize the five food

Would you like to join
Tr. Jenny’s Family Engage-
ment Working Group?

The group will meet once every two
months to discuss ICS family en-
gagement in depth, identify areas of
priority, and work to strengthen the
connections between home and

groups, to identify the nutrients in each of these five food groups and to help them make
smart food choices when they eat! All this with the purpose of improving children's ability
to focus and learn because good nutrition and plenty of physical activity are keys to aca-
demic success!!

Don't miss our Winter Wonderland Menu in December. We are also presenting a new
vegetable each month, and December’s featured vegetable is "Parsnip" in a deli-
cious recipe!

| welcome you to participate from our Food Service Meetings once a month or to stay
in touch by sending any feedback to neyzac@icscharter.com.

school.

Contact Tr. Jenny if you would like
to be kept in the loop!

Or follow her Family Engagement
Blog for the latest news and an-
nouncements:

icsfamilies.wordpress.com
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Independence
CHARTER SCHOOL

Help pave the way to the next decade:
purchase a brick engraved with your message

ICS Anniversary Bricks will be used on a special anniversary path in the school playground
and purchasing one will allow you to send a message to the ICS community for years to come.
You may buy an engraved brick for your own message or to commemorate a student, graduate
or special event. It is a perfect way to for grandparents to support the school. Please note — all
orders must be received by January 15, 2012!

Brick Details — This Vitralase® Engraved Brick is just $100.00! The bricks are 4"x 8" and are
engraved with your personal message, using state of the art laser technology. They will be a
different color than the red bricks that already make a beautiful path in the playground and are
durable to last for many years.

Deadlines — January 15, 2012 will be the closing date for placing orders. Please do not wait
until the last minute to place your order. Our goal is to have the bricks delivered and ready for an
unveiling in the spring!

??4""'"""""""""""' ORDER FORM: Detach and return to ICS ssesccssucucsssusncessnsnsns
Engraving Information

Your 4"x 8” brick can have up to 20 characters (this includes spaces and punctuation). For an additional $20
we can engrave a second line of up to 20 characters. Please make sure your engraving information is spelled

correctly. (Please print clearly)

1st Line - $100

2nd Line (add $20)

Name:

Address: Phone:

Please make all checks payable to Independence Charter School
1600 Lombard Street Philadelphia, PA 19146

O I/we paid by credit card on the ICS website on (date).

To order by credit card:
1. Go to www.independencecharter.org and click *Donate Now.”
2. Send this form to ICS with your message and the date you placed the credit card order.

For questions contact Monika Kreidie: monikak@icscharter.com or 215-238-800 ext 2430,

We hope that you, your family and your friends will want to be a part

of something special that will last for many years to come.”  — ICS Board of Trustees

The ICS Link
Page 4



w/32/)\

4 Students in Tr. Jeff's class wrote
and illustrated about the things
they enjoy doing with their friends! |

£r z AW U W 1Ny

Wow! First grade can't believe the December Link is already here. Since October we've
been hard at work in first grade reading all kinds of stories and writing full paragraphs. In math
1-: . we have been adding and subtracting up a storm, writing math

., stories, reading bar graphs, and counting money. One cool pro-

il

Sl neighborhood community. To do this, our classes have been
= exploring what makes a community and then building our very
own. Come check ours out!

Grade 1

As we finish our first trimester, the second grade students have already grown so much! We
have enjoyed getting to know all of the students and helping them get to know and appreciate
each other.

sitioning from being new readers to fluent readers and are using writing to teII stories and ex-
press their ideas. We have also explored many math concepts. The children are getting a ;
broader idea of the different kinds of math out there as well as trying a variety of problem solv- ¥*
ing strategies.

A recent highlight in our social studies curriculum was the trip to City Hall! The students got a chance to tour parts of the historic building and
took an elevator to the observation area right underneath the statue of William Penn. Students enjoyed the sweeping panorama and bird’s
eye view. Back down on the ground level, we will complete our study of Philadelphia by learning about the artistry and messages behind

iz some of Philadelphia’s murals (including the one here at ICS!).

Thank you for all of your support thus far this year. We look forward to speaking to each of you individu-
ally during parent teacher conferences at the end of the month. Have a safe and happy winter break and
we are excited to work with all of you in

2012!

The Second Grade Team G r ad e 2
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The Third Grade is currently studying the Lenni-Lenape people who lived in this region in colonial and pre-colonial
times. In addition to examining myths and misconceptions about Indigenous Peoples, our 3rd graders have been delving deeply
into a close study of how the Lenape lived, what they valued, and how they used natural resources in a responsible way to meet
their daily needs. The 3rd graders have been making connections between the Lenape lifestyles and our own relationships with the
natural world and its resources. We have explored how, like the Lenape, we, too, make choices every day about how to use natu-
ral resources in a way that can help or harm our environment. As a culminating experience to this rich study, all four third grade
classes will be heading to the Pennypack Environmental Center, in Northeast Philadelphia, on December 15 and 16, where they
will be have the opportunity to hike the very same woods that Lenape communities hiked, searching for plants and materials that
they may have used to create tools, medicines, clothing, and shelter. Students will take part in a Primitive Skills class, where they
will see authentic demonstrations of how the Lenape used certain
items from nature, and they will listen to Lenape stories from two
experience Storytellers. We know this will be a meaningful and G r ad e 3
memorable end to what has been a powerful history unit!

The 4t grade teachers hope you all enjoyed a restful and safe fall break. It was well deserved! The 4t graders have been
busy learning how to collect and graph data and then analyzing it using words like ‘median,” ‘mode,’ and ‘range.” We're getting
ready to ease into double digit multiplication. M. Adrienne L’s and Tr. Adrienne K’s students had some visitors from Japan come
and visit their classrooms. Our eager 4t graders learned about origami while we shared
our tradition of giving thanks around this time of year. Maestra Meagan and Tr. Ericka's
classes enjoyed a village mixer, and competed against parents and older siblings in a
competition to see how the adults could hang with 4th grade content, the 4th graders
won! All the 4™ grade classes are looking forward to a trip to World Café Live for a peek §i§
into different musical expressions by a few Philadelphia Orchestra members. ;

Grade 4

In Science Kindergarten has been learning about properties and measurement. First grade has just started learning about solids,
liquids, and gases. Second grade has been investigating different types of soil and even made an earthworm farm! Third grade has
just finished up their first unit of weather instruments and the water cycle. The science room gets very messy at times and would
love any donations of antibacterial wipes.

|

1]
‘!.

K-3 Science

Pmme Deli

1613 Pine St. Phila., PA 19103 « Corner of Smedley St. & Pine St.

215-545-8985
EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT

Open Monday-Saturday 8am-9pm; Closed Sunday and holidays.

The ICS Link
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Greetings from Dance and Movement. This Fall the dance and movement students are discovering new ways to
use their bodies, imaginations and hearts. In dance and movement we are diligent about developing creative, smart
and community minded bodies and brains. Please take a look at what your student is learning and ask them to
share their new knowledge with you.

In kindergarten we are learning about locomotor movement. Ask your learning to tell you the definition of loco-
motor movement and help them practice crawling, jumping, hopping and skipping. If you would like to exercise with \(
your kindergartener ask them to show you how we make our hearts beat faster by doing our shapes.

In 1st grade we are exploring creativity and non-locomotor movement. Ask your learner to share how we cre-
ate stretching, bending and twisting shapes. Ask your learning to show you how to melt, sway and rise. Ask them to
share what it feels like to perform for others.

In 2nd grade we are challenging ourselves to be creative by ourselves and in a group. Ask your learner share how we play finish the
picture using non locomotor movements. Ask your learner to share how we create shapes in high, middle and low levels.

In 3rd grade we are investigating the dance and movement element of time. Ask your learner to share what it feels like to improvise do-
ing slow movement. Ask your learner to express the difference between self space and general space while improvising. Ask your learner to
tell you why they sometimes bring Tr. Shavon to tears.

In 4t grade we are choreographers. We are artists, working in groups to create, practice and perform movement. Ask your learner to
share the challenges and importance of working in a group. Ask you student to share what it feels like to create and perform their own move-
ment in front of others.

In 5t grade we delve into the world of Yoga. We explored words like focus, practice and balance. We asked ourselves to consider our
individual uniqueness and find ways to accept our challenges, limits and talents. Ask your learner to share some of our poses with you —
plank, downward facing dog, cobra, warrior stance 1, warrior stance 2 and triangle. Ask your learning to share how the elements of Yoga can
be used in our everyday living.

Dance & Movement

In Spanish class this past month ICS Enhanced students have been
studying a Mexican holiday called ! "' $ (the Day of the Dead).
This is a holiday that honors and remembers loved ones who have passed away.
The celebration is extremely important in Mexico and in Mexican-American com-
munities throughout the US and Canada. One of the ways that this holiday is
celebrated is the making of an i like this one, and is dedicated to the
memory of a loved one who has passed away.

Each grade studied the traditional elements of an and contributed

a specific piece:

Kindergarten -- " " made out of clay

1st Grade — (traditional candy)

2nd Grade —

3rd Grade — & (marigolds) made of tissue paper and pipe cleaners
4th and 5th Grade - * . (paper banners)

6th, 7t and 8t Grades — b b

5th Graders also composed songs and raps about the life of Selena Quintanilla (the subject of our second floor Ofrenda) made
informative posters about El Dia de los Muertos, and wrote speeches explaining the holiday.

Spanish Enhanced

The ICS Link
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Sixth graders spent the first trimester analyzing maps and creating their own unique projections of the Earth (pictures attached).
Seventh graders are exploring life in medieval Europe and the decline of the feudal system. Eighth graders are hard at work study-
ing the American Revolution and creating their National History Day projects.

Fp

Middle School
Social Studies

The 8th graders have all become Pythagoreans (mathernatlmans that study the teaching of
Pythagoras!). We have gone behind the scenes of a” + b” = ¢ to truly understand the
whys and hows of this extraordinary mathematical theorem. We have discovered a few
of the more than 300 proofs and are beginning to apply the Pythagorean Theorem to
investigate the wonders of right triangles.

The Whee| of Theodorus

The garden gate on the left nesds heip! The gardener wents to brace the gate by adding a diagonal strip of
wood {l)etwearn the two horizontal strips.

LA
b 2 Find the area of cach squere below. i e
—st—ro
nnnnnn -
Y S *: & How long should the diagonal strip of wood be? Show all work you do to find your solution. Use &
;QL IB oy . caiculator to show answer to the nearest lundredth.
A .
=N\ 22 5=t | N3TE5 SR
x 8 N e s + .
v 4495
A&.\.l’ PR 3[{."_"‘61

b Describe any relationship you notice in your answer te part a. 8 t h G r ad e I\I\/I at h

J: nm‘hoef whea Yoo A 'i'lﬁ?/

aren of “’\dy Gquawes o the "‘—}95
yDU 3(’+ \I’; erfﬁ 0# '“f\ﬁ hViPQ%ﬁﬂUj Sﬁ’;_Ua[‘ﬁ’
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PTA APPRECIATION!
Kudos
The December Holiday Potluck and
! Meeting is this Thursday, Dec. 8 at 5:30!
! # $# % You’ll also be able to shop the Big Green Earth
& Store sale where 25% of the proceeds go to the
) PTA Fine Arts Fund!
Carnival : ! 1 # *
. $ < *
3 $ > 3 # %
1% 3 C /7 O 1
$ 1 # + -
1n ) / # -
# 1 / #Uh & - - 37
§ # : & % - >
+ * 7 # #
3 ) 1 * * 7
o 1 +
C $ + 3
! + 1 « 7 11
! 4 & # &
5 3¢+ &
6 &
6 = /
78 .- & - ; 1
)8 ) 4 ) -
! 5 &g s © &
T
I +
:Math Carmval
- - 4 V4
' Bt =
L 2 - Proce Junior's
| _ ! ecial Thanks to our loyal cllt
I " & - s
I3# #
|

Luisa Rivera-Colon and Anamaria
Alfaro enjoy the Math Carnival.
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Resource
corner

Media.”

Recent Laws Signed to Enhance Highway Safety

In an effort to enhance safety on Pennsylvania roads, Governor Tom Cor-
bett recently signed two measures into law that affect drivers of all ages.
o One law changes the Vehicle Code involving graduated driver licensing

A requirements, passenger restrictions for junior drivers and passenger
restraint laws. The other law prohibits drivers from using an Interactive
Wireless Communication Device (IWCD) to send, read or write a text-
based communication while his or her vehicle is in motion. The new teen
driver and seat-belt rules take effect on Dec. 24, 2011 and the law prohib-
iting text-based communication while driving goes into effect March 8,
2012. For more information on both of these laws, visit the PennDOT
website at www.dot.state.pa.us and look at the fact sheets under “News &

Five Tips to Help Parents Prevent Bullying

Parents and guardians are among a school's best allies in bullying prevention:

Talk with and Listen to Your Children Everyday Ask questions about their school day,

including experiences on the way to and from school, lunch, and recess. Ask about their peers.

Children who feel comfortable talking to their parents about these matters before they are in-
volved in bullying are more likely to get them involved after.

Spend time at School and Recess Schools can lack the resources to provide all students
individualized attention during "free" time like recess. Volunteer to coordinate games and ac-
tivities that encourage children to interact with peers aside from their best friends.

Be a Good Example When you get angry at waiters, other drivers or others, model effective
communication techniques. As Education.com puts it, "Any time you speak to another person
in a mean or abusive way, you're teaching your child that bullying is ok."

Create Healthy Anti-Bullying Habits Starting as young as possible, coach your children on
both what not to do (push, tease, and be mean to others) as well as what to do (be kind, em-
pathize, and take turns). Also coach your child on what to do if someone is mean to him or to
another (get an adult, tell the bully to stop, walk away and ignore the bully).

Make Sure Your Child Understands Bullying Explicitly explain what it is and that it's not
normal or tolerable for them to bully, be bullied, or stand by and watch other kids be bullied.

(These tips were adapted from materials by the National PTA and Education.com.)

Get connected—
STAY connected!

If your child qualifies
for free lunch and/or
you live in PHA
housing, you qualify
for internet and
computer training
services from Com-
cast and the Free-
dom Rings Partner-
ship. Contact

Tr. Jenny TODAY to
find out more!

215-238-8000,
x2500

Broad St. Ministries - Grocery Pantry

Marylou Fusco
215-735-4847
marylou@broadstreetministry.org

In Search of Food Support
this Winter?

Share Food Program

Broad St. Ministries offers a "grocery store" style
food pantry--participants can come and grocery
shop for items they want.

Located on Broad St. between Pine/Spruce.

Families can call/email Marylou directly to get set
up. Please let her know that you are from Inde-

Judy Walston
267-970-3912
walstonjudy@yahoo.com

Participants can schedule to pick up a monthly
food package at 17th/Wharton in

exchange for committing to community service
hours.

pendence Charter School

ICS December Food Drive

As part of our Human Rights month curriculum,
ICS is running our own food drive! We would like
to give the food that we collect to ICS families first.
Let Tr. Jenny know if you would like to reserve a
box! Your information will remain completely confi-
dential and we will arrange a private pick up time
and location during the week of report card confer-
ences. You can also sign up to volunteer to help
organize and pack up boxes during that week if
you would like to "exchange" community service,
but that is completely optional.

MENSAJE PARA LA COMUNIDAD LATINA DE ICS:

Queridos padres de familia, Algunas veces hay necesidades °
diversas, la mejor forma de obtener ayuda es preguntar;
hemos creado una pequefia fuente de recursos para apoyar
algunas de estas necesidades.

Favor sentirse bienvenidos a hablar con Maestra Neyza al 215
-238-8000 ext. 2228 para mayor informacion.

Green Your Life!

Tired of seeing all that paper wasted around
phone book season every year? Opt out of receiv-
ing copies of the yellow and white pages here:
www.yellowpagesoptout.com.

* All that online shopping causing a cascade of un-
wanted holiday catalogs? Opt out of receiving
catalogs here: www.catalogchoice.org.

The ICS Link
Page 10




"0 0 0000 0000000000000 0000000000000OF

Congratulations
& Gratitude

Galore!

October.

Thanks to Tr. Tracey’s
fantabulous Book Fair
helpers in September!
Kerri Wilkerson
Leslie Burton

Jean Miller

Lisa Palandro
Deatra Butler
Milena Davidova
Brett Mandel

Amy Weidner
Tracey Dopson
Karla Williams
Melissa Horne
Annette Earling

Zoe Speight

Mary Monahan
Caroline West
Christine Carpenter
Constance Mack
Cheryl Young

Lorie Hershey

Dr. Yonghong Huan
Judith McDaniel
Naketa Thigpen
Ebru Erkut

Tr. Odamis

Tr. Caitlin

Tr. Amy

DeAngelo Chisholm
Debora DeVaughn
Anika Stevenson

Big thanks from | |$2,133

Tr. Ali to: 7th grade total:

$1,752.63

Caroline Masters

8th grade total:
for her classroom 12 1
help every Tuesday || > 38.7
morning. Middle School

6th grade total:

A WALK-a-thon to Remember!

Thanks to students, staff, and families for working together to pull off
a very successful
walk-a-thon in

All the families of || total: $5,124.34

Room 202 for do-

nating a little extra | | 3 Jargest fundraisers:

towards our Spo- | | Be]la Lentz (6th grade) -- $243.34

ken Hand field trip | | Aygtin Covington (7th grade) -- $215.00

and trip chaperones | | \r;.:ah Nicholson-Scarvers (6th grade) -- $192.00

Karla Williams,

]%l;zlz;laﬁa:dwm’ Big thanks from Tr. Dana to:

Monelos. & ® Dante Selby for walking Room 200 to Reading Buddies

Adriane ’Polen ® Laura from Reading Buddies for being our permanent walking chaperone

® Amy Weidner for...everything!

Thanks to the CCRA house tour
hosts and hostesses—ICS knows how
to roll out the welcome mat: Kristin
Nocco, Amy Weidner, Ernst Hohmann,
& Annette Earling

Tr. Amy sends a huge thank you to her library crew:

Valentina Nardo
Kerri Wilkerson
Lynn Major
Tr. Frances

Maria Buckley

I know there are many
names missing from this
page—send tips to Tr.
Jenny directly to get
them highlighted next
month!

Thanks to some fantastic volunteers
from outside ICS who have been
supporting our students academi-
cally:

Devin Kuh

Emily Gamboa
Celia Mason

Erin from St. Joe’s
Alissa Thornton

Evangelina Avalos

Thanks to Camille Thompson for donating a coat rack to support
the Lost & Found clean-up efforts!

Thank you to EVERYONE (names far too numerous to list)
who has donated uniform clothes, books for class-
rooms/the library, and supplies this year. It is hard to
find a need that cannot be quickly met by our amaz-

Angeles Rincon

Big thanks from Tr. Karen to her Mercado helpers last month:
Conswelia McCourt, Lisa Palandro, Ameenah Shaheed &

ingly generous ICS parents!

Aiden Davis-Diaz, a fifth grader at ICS, is the quarterback for the
FoxRok Ravens Cadet team from NE Philadelphia. The Cadets,
ranked #8 for most of the season, went undefeated outscoring their

Ist grader Clarisse Surja is currently performing in
The King And [ at the Walnut St. Theatre!

opponents 352-12. They won the Pennsylvania Elite Champion-
ship, the Mid-Atlantic Semi-finals and met their first defeat at the
Eastern Regional Finals against the #1 ranked team in the coun-
try. However, the FoxRok Ravens were so impressive that na-

community!

Send tips about your child’s achievements (inside &
outside of school!) to Tr. Jenny to share with the ICS

tional officials extended a Wild Card invitation to Florida to play
in the American Youth Football National Championship Tourna-
ment December 3! http://www.facebook.com/foxrokfootball
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*ICS has been asked to make this information
available to parents; however, this is not in-
tended as an endorsement by ICS.

Bi(gwi s

air studi

1604 South Street
Phila. Pa 19146
(215) 545-5277

Bigwigshairstudio.com - $ ' ! &
% ]
> % -0
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> " You just have to
have a card. . ;!
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Attention: Iraq and Afghanistan @

war VETERANS & PARTNERS Philadelphia Veterans
Affairs Medical Center
NEEDED FOR A RESEARCH STUDY TO LEARN ABOUT
FAMILY ADJUSTMENT AFTER A COMBAT DEPLOYMENT!!! 3900 Woodland Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19104

The Complicated Family Reintegration of
OEF/OIF Veterans Study:
The “VALOR Study”

Purpose: To understand how combat related stress symptoms may in-
terfere with family readjustment after returning from a combat deploy-
ment.

Reason to Participate: Help contribute to psychological sciences!
Findings from this study could help us learn how to help veterans readjust
to civilian life. You will be compensated for your participation.

Eligibility for Participation:

« Veterans that have separated from active duty within the last 2 years
« Served in a combat deployment in the Afghanistan-Irag conflicts
e Married or living with a relationship partner

What you will do as a Participant:

« Veteran & Partner will participate in interviews at enrollment and 12-
months later lasting about 50 to 75 minutes :

« Some couples will be asked to do additional
interviews which they will also be compensated for

Convenience: Flexible Interview options!

« During the day

s After hours and weekends
s Inyour home

CALL TODAY ABOUT PARTICIPATING
and FOR STUDY DETAILS:

Funded by the Dept. of
Veteran Affairs
Health Services Research &
Development Services

Andy McCabe, BA (Study Coordinator)
(215) 823-5800, ext. 5247

Steven L. Sayers. Ph.D. (Principal Investigator)

(215)823-5196
SUPPORTED BY THE VISN 4 MIRECC
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Want more information about how to support your child’s literacy! Contact one of our reading specialists any time:
Tr. Amy at amyl@icscharter.com or x5035 ~ M. Luz Angela at luza@icscharter.com or x5072

The ICS Link
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Rumean Rights Day is December 9th at ICSH

-4 9

—This simplified version of the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been cre-
ated especially for young people.

We are all born free. We all have our own thoughts and ideas. We should all be treated
in the same way.

These rights belong to everybody, whatever our differences.

LI | $ We all have the right to life, and to live in freedom and safety.
% & * ( Nobody has any right to make us a slave. We cannot make anyone our slave.
) & . Nobody has any right to hurt us or to torture us.
* + , TOTHL & — 1 + - |l am a person just like you!
/ I $ O The law is the same for everyone. It must treat us all fairly.
1 + - Al 2 3($ O We can all ask for the law to help us when we are not treated fairly.
4 & 5 Nobody has the right to put us in prison without good reason and keep us there, or to send us
away from our country.
6 I "#I If we are put on trial this should be in public. The people who try us should not let anyone tell them
what to do.
O (7 2 " - ( Nobody should be blamed for doing something until it is proven. When

people say we did a bad thing we have the right to show it is not true.

T #1 2 ° ( Nobody should try to harm our good name. Nobody has the right to come into our home, open
our letters, or bother us or our family without a good reason.

— We all have the right to go where we want in our own country and to travel as we wish.

% 1 "t#HI 8 2 $ * If we are frightened of being badly treated in our own country, we all have
the right to run away to another country to be safe.

) T #! & ( We all have the right to belong to a country.

* - # ( Every grown-up has the right to marry and have a family if they want to. Men and women have

the same rights when they are married, and when they are separated.

/7 1 "t #H1 + 90 ! # Everyone has the right to own things or share them. Nobody should take our things
from us without a good reason.

1 I #1 We all have the right to believe in what we want to believe, to have a religion, or to change it if
we want.
4 z We all have the right to make up our own minds, to think what we like, to say what we think,

and to share our ideas with other people.

6 1 "#l 2 3 3 ( We all have the right to meet our friends and to work together in peace to defend our
rights. Nobody can make us join a group if we don’t want to.

T " #l ( We all have the right to take part in the government of our country. Every grown-up should
be allowed to choose their own leaders.

( We all have the right to affordable housing, medicine, education, and childcare, enough money to live
on and medical help if we are ill or old.

8 H Every grown-up has the right to do a job, to a fair wage for their work, and to join a trade union.
% 1 "#I 2 ( We all have the right to rest from work and to relax.
1 We all have the right to a good life. Mothers and children, people who are old, unemployed

or disabled, and all people have the right to be cared for.

Eo B | Education is a right. Primary school should be free. We should learn about the United Nations
and how to get on with others. Our parents can choose what we learn.

/ ; ( #! Copyrightis a special law that protects one’s own artistic creations and writings; others cannot make copies
without permission. We all have the right to our own way of life and to enjoy the good things that art, science and learning
bring.

1 There must be proper order so we can all enjoy rights and freedoms in our own country and all
over the world.
4 3 ( We have a duty to other people, and we should protect their rights and freedoms.
6 & 9 ; 8 O (+ \ R |
The ICS Link
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Contact us
for more information:

A. ALYCE KESHISHIAN 1636 South Street
ATTORNEY AT LAW Philadelphia, PA 19146
(215) 545-0320
EBRU ERHAN-ERKUT www.growthruplay.com
LEGAL ASSISTANT Grow Thru Play, LLC is a therapy clinic and play space which

provides occupational therapy, physical therapy, interac-
tive metronome, group classes, and special workshops. Find
out more about our fall classes: handwriting group instruc-
tion, fitness classes, and toddler parent playgroups.

CONCENTRATING ON
IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

100 S. BROAD STREET, SUITE 1330, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19110
TELEPHONE: (215) 977-8264 FACSIMILE: (215) 563-2795 9 2 (

® Friday, December 9, 2011 9:30-11am

® Friday, December 16, 2011 9:30-11am

® Fridays, January-March, 3:30-4:45pm

Minority Contractor Training Program: Ex-

pand Your Capacity to Build Your Business . _
Price: $10 per session

The Mayor’s Office of Economic Opportunity is hosting a
free, six (6) month, (2 classes per month), course designed to
provide minority contractors with firsthand experience, Dates: Starts January 5th-March 10th
market information, productive business relationships, and
an opportunity to expand and enhance their business capac-
ity. This program will enable minority contractors to work

2 ( — < . =

Times:
® Level I, Ages 3-5 Thursdays 4:30-5:20pm

more independently on City-funded, public works projects. ® Level II, Ages 6-8 Thursdays 5:30- 6:20pm
The program includes case studies from actual projects and e Level III, Ages 9-11 Saturdays at 12:30-1:20pm
offers insight to help business owners increase their com- o ) )
petitive position. Visit cityofphiladelphia.wordpress.com | | Classes are run by a Pediatric Physical Therapist.
and scroll down to the Dec. 1 posts. Price: $300 for 10 week session or $35 per class

The Walking Fish Theatre

at 2509 Frankford Avenue is offering a bilin-
gual production this holiday season called

Un Viaje—A Christmas Journey.
Wednesday nights this month are “pay what
you can”. Complete details can be found
here: www.bsomeday.org.

LAV COFFICE OF
Avison Artman GROSs
2526 SOUTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19144
{(715) 435-8524
www.altmangross.com
alison®altrmangross.com

Wills, Trusts, Powers of Altorney,

: - . Estate Administration (Probate), Guardianships,
Center CI[]I Pediatrics LLC | 1740 South Sireet - Suite 301 Estate and Trust Litigﬂ[iﬂl‘l.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 18148
216-T35-6600 | www CentarCityPediatnes.com

The ICS Link
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Purchase your 2012 ICS Calendars Now!

Features artwork by ICS kids and pictures of ICS kids throughout.

CALENDAR | CALENDARIO 2012

$1 1 per calendar cash or check payable to ICS. Either fill out this form
and send it in with your student or purchase your calendars directly from the front desk.

Calendars make great, inexpensive gifts!

Student’'s name

Parent/guardian’s email address or phone number

Teacher's name/grade/room number

| am purchasing this many calendars: X $11 per calendar = Total enclosed $

Calendar proceeds benefit Take Flight Scholarship Travel Program at ICS, Thank you for your support!

Do you do Donors Choose?

Think about supporting an ICS teacher’s
project this holiday season!

Tr. Dana has two projects up
for funding right now...
www.donorschoose.org/teacherdana

is hosting

M. Marcela has a project up... the annual >
http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/1147426 HOUCIOU Craft SCIIC v sl
Jewelry,
& Come shop local, talk with the bags,

artists, and have a cocktail too!! soaps,

M. Lindsay has a project up!
y proJ P NEW & RETURNING ARTISTS!! POl

http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/218482 monsiers,
Sunday December 11 201 1 prints,
from 1105 jams &
Don't forget to GO GREEN to read your LINK Bring afrjend!! THOMC: -
and Wed. Communication online only! Email Tr.

i ) ) 1942 East Moyamensing Ave, Phila. 19148
Jenny with the subject heading “Go Green” and Questions : Courtney 267-977-7485

your children’s names and grades in the body! Not
sure if you'll like it? You can always try it and then un-sign up later if it's not for you. :-)
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